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Intensive land use and protection of 
drinking water sources in Flanders

A bridge over troubled water



De Watergroep : The Flemish water company
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153 M m³/yr drinking water for 2.9 M people

85 groundwater extraction and 5 surface water treatment plants

surface water
groundwater



Our drinking water is excellent !
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But



Some trends
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Solution?



Policy actions in the past
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1984 : Delineation of protection areas

1991 : Manure Reduction Decree

1991 : Vlarem

2000 : Water Framework Directive

2009 : Sustainable use of pesticides in 

groundwater protection areas

2015 : Restriction of pesticides on 

properties of public services



How to tackle the problem?
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The Watergroep
Site specific : WSP’s with risk based approach

‐ Information, analyses, modelling, …

‐ General and site specific actions and measures

‐ Stakeholder identification
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Policy : more ambitious
Stricter legislation

Proactive

Invest in protection and remediation

Stakeholders
Build bridges

How to tackle the problem?



Conclusion
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Little improvement, despite legislation

Drinking water companies as active partner

More protection, less treatment

Important : 
Site specific approachWSP’s as usefull tool 

Proactive

Stakeholder approach
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www.epa.gov/healthywatersheds


