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Eco-system  problem s rega rding wetla nd ha ve becom e very
im porta nt in the flood pla in.Tha t is the pla ce where Meriç R iver
m eets Ergene R iver in the Turkish territory in the recent yea rs.
The problem s result from  the la nd use cha nging for different 
purposes. In this resea rch, the direct a nd indirect rea sons ca using
the ecosystem  problem s in the wetla nd such a s the la nd use
cha nging in the a rea , which is the Edirne-Enez pa rt of Meriç R iver.
The effects of the m ea sures ta ken in MeriçV a lley a nd
its surroundings were investiga ted.

Overview
The ba sic da ta  collected for this resea rch include the La ndsa t
im a ges ta ken on the different da tes,the usa ge of 1/25.000
 topogra phic m a ps a nd the a rchives of the Ottom a n Em pire a nd
those of the Turkish R epublic, a nd the previous ecologica l studies
for Meriç Delta . The Geogra phica l Inform a tion S ystem  (GIS ) a nd
R em ote S ensing Technologies were used to determ ine the la nd
use cha nges from  the pa st to the present. Those m ethods were
a lso used to obta in a  digita l da ta ba se to m a ke the surfa ce a na lysis
of the flood pla in a nd to m ea sure the differences occurring in the
sha pes a nd the a rea l of the river a nd la kes.

Method

The results of the tem pora l a nd spa tia l a na lysis show the types a nd
 the lim its of som e certa in la nduse cha nges in the flood pla in of
 the lower Meriç R iver.It is understood tha t the flood prevention
 projects in Lower Meriç V a lley, from  Edirne city to Enez, ha ve
 im porta nt role on la nduse cha nge in Meriç R iver's Delta .La nduse
 cha nging in Lower Meriç V a lley flood pla in a nd its delta  ha ve
 triggered to the lim nologica l problem s of the Ga la  La ke a nd
 P a m uklu La ke in tim e, a nd the degra da tiona l cha nges in wetla nds
 of Meriç R iver Delta  tha t is significa nce for indigenous a nd m igra tory
bird popula tions a nd fish. As a  polluta nt, the im pa cts of Ergene
R iver on the wa ter qua lity in wetla nds of delta  ha ve m oved very
serious dim ensions to the flood pla in wetla nd ecosystem  problem s.
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Flood prevention projects in Lower Meriç V a lley ha ve led to significa nt cha nges on wetla nds
 a nd la nduse in Meriç R iver's Delta  for la st 50 yea rs. La ndsa t sa tellite im a ges in different
 da tes were a na lysed. S upervise a na lysis results a re below.




