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• articulates the long-term and shared position of 

MECOG-CE metropolitan partners

• strength in a diverse experience with 

metropolitan governance, cooperation and 

planning 

• promotes metropolitan dimension

• argues for its relevance and importance in 

European and national policies

• highlights local and national benefits

Common Metropolitan Vision

https://www.interreg-central.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Common-Metropolitan-Vision_full-version.pdf
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• the increasing importance and relevance of 

the metropolitan dimension in national and 

European development and policy-making

• favorable EU policies (the New Leipzig 

Charter, Territorial Agenda 2030, EU Agenda for

Cities) and instruments (ITI - Integrated 

Territorial Investments) 

• acknowledgement of potentials and 

opportunities in realizing the benefits and 

advantages arising from metropolitan 

cooperation, planning, and governance

• shared thematic and procedural 

(organizational) challenges and opportunities

Rationale

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/challenges-and-opportunities-for-metropolitan-areas-in-central-europe/
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• agglomerations of densely populated urban cores and 

their surrounding territories, fostering integrated labor 

and housing markets, and interconnected through 

commuting and mobility;

• urbanized spaces encompassing large cities with pivotal 

roles in international and national development, 

alongside towns serving as local and regional centers;

• surrounding territories of suburban and rural 

settlements, areas designated for agriculture and 

forestry, nature protection zones, and spaces dedicated 

to recreation;

• being shaped by governance mechanisms that facilitate 

metropolitan cooperation among diverse stakeholders 

from public, private, and citizen sectors.

Metropolitan Areas
Functional Urban Regions
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TERRITORIAL COOPERATION
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• Vision for Metropolitan Areas

Paints a comprehensive picture of a future state for 

metropolitan areas, societies, and governance that is both 

aspirational and attainable.

• Metropolitan Strengths and Commitments 

Spotlights the current and potential resources, capabilities, 

knowledge, and skills inherent in metropolitan societies, 

stakeholders, and leadership. These are harnessed to address 

major societal challenges, implement policy priorities, and 

achieve declared goals.

• Metropolitan Empowerment

Tackles organizational and procedural challenges, proposing 

viable solutions to overcome existing limitations in metropolitan 

cooperation and governance. The aim is to fortify the capacity, 

effectiveness, and efficiency of metropolitan policy-making.

Vision 3 components
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The vision encompasses the holistic 

development, governance, planning, 

and cooperation within metropolitan 

areas, all framed by the key values of 

democracy, participation, and equality. 

The overarching goal of these efforts is to 

establish sustainable and resilient 

metropolitan areas committed to 

societal leadership and social 

responsibilities.

Vision for Metropolitan 
Areas

• Centers of Everyday Life and 

Creativity

• Balanced, Inclusive and 

Sustainable

• Diverse and Complex Community

• Metropolitan Partnership and 

Identity 

• Recognition and Appreciation
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The metropolitan dimension, encompassing 

organization, development, planning, and 

governance, offers benefits for all, from 

local communities to the planetary 

environment.

Metropolitan areas … contribute significantly 

to international performance and 

competitiveness ...

Metropolitan Strengths 
and Commitments

• Metropolitan Hubs 

• Metropolitan Ecosystems

• Metropolitan Societies

• Metropolitan Co-operations

• Metropolitan Solutions
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… the full potential is not always 

recognized and utilized. 

MAs are dedicated to building green, 

inclusive, and productive metropolitan 

communities. However, organizational 

and procedural arrangements currently 

hinder the effectiveness and efficiency of 

their fulfillment.

Metropolitan 
Empowerment

• Emancipation and Recognition 

• Metropolitan Institutionalization

• Metropolitan Expertise and 

Capacity
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MAs stand out as globally renowned centers 

of Research and Development (R&D) and 

innovation in technological, social, and 

organizational realms. Additionally, MAs are 

recognized as educational hubs, providing 

learning opportunities at all levels, including 

lifelong learning.

MAs function as daily socio-spatial 

ecosystems, … spaces where citizens' lives 

unfold, fostering daily interactions that 

contribute to the vibrancy and dynamism of 

the region. 

Centers and hubs
Ecosystems
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Balanced and inclusive development strives for 

equitable living conditions, ensuring universal 

access to jobs, services, cultural, and 

environmental amenities for all social and 

demographic groups. This commitment extends to 

socially and spatially just, efficient, and 

sustainable distribution of resources.

The strength and advantage of a metropolitan 

area lie in its social, cultural, economic, and 

organizational complexity — a synergy of metro 

diversities. ... They thrive on the cohabitation of 

diverse social groups, each contributing 

differentiated knowledge, skills, and competences 

while attending to their unique priorities and 

needs.

Balanced, inclusive and just, 
complex and diverse

Bridging identity

The cultivation of a widely shared 

metropolitan identity serves to 

overshadow urban-rural dichotomies, 

fostering a sense of unity between 

local communities. Additionally, the 

pursuit of integrated territorial 

development serves as a crucial 

bridge, connecting and harmonizing 

both metropolitan and non-

metropolitan areas. 
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The metropolitan level of planning and 

governance addresses complex issues such as 

suburbanization and urban sprawl, sustainable 

mobility, and accessible public services, ...

Metropolitan traffic management and mass 

transportation systems, designed to meet the 

daily needs of increasing numbers of commuters, 

are compelling examples of complex 

metropolitan co-operations. 

Urban-region functional 
interdependencies and 
integrated planning 
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Forward-looking organizational agendas … focus 

on internal, emancipatory, bottom-up 

activities, synergies, and co-ordination. 

… agendas prioritize the establishment of a solid 

institutional framework, ensuring the firm 

integration of the metropolitan dimension in 

external, top-down national and European 

policies, planning, and governance. 

Despite the presence of fragmented local 

government jurisdictions, the co-operative 

governance builds mutual trust and synergies. 

Bottom-up trust and 
synergy building
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… metropolitan areas are highly valued, not 

only by local residents but also by partners in 

neighboring non-metropolitan regions and at 

the national and European levels.

Multilevel cooperation in governance and 

planning involves different actors committed 

to achieving shared goals … concerted efforts 

are needed at all levels of government, 

including the EU, with dedicated attention to 

securing metropolitan funds, ensuring 

sufficient budget allocation, maintaining 

stability of resources, and allowing flexibility 

in their disposition.

Recognition and 
multilevel cooperation



No. 1

Objective

Building 

Agglomeration
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Cities are centers of production, consumption 

and trade. Development is conditioned by 

interactions within urban agglomeration: 

synergies are derived from sharing, matching 

and learning

Interaction and spatial organization

• firms and households: production, social and 

circulation space

• private  / individual and public / collective 

interest

• land use: property market and territorial 

planning 

Generative power of cities

SCOTT, A.J., STORPER, M. (2015) The Nature of Cities: 

The Scope and Limits of Urban Theory. International 

Journal of Urban and Regional Research 39 (1), 1-15.
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Sharing of transport infrastructures, public 

amenities and commercial services - enable the 

daily operation of a high concentration of mobile 

inhabitants within a geographically large area

Matching (pairing) of places of residence and 

workplaces, job offers and people with 

corresponding qualifications, cultural and 

recreational amenities and needs for diversity of 

everyday-life experience, business and personal 

partnership relations

Learning know-how, knowledge and skills, 

practices, impulses and innovations, etiquette, 

in a socially and culturally rich and diverse 

environment

Agglomeration benefits
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We are the Metropolitan Areas
this is

Our Common Metropolitan Vision
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MECOG-CE

https://web.natur.cuni.cz/cvmr/mecog-ce/

https://1url.cz/01M8Q

https://www.interreg-central.eu/projects/mecog-ce/
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