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INTRODUCTION


The European species of the genus Hilara Meigen (Diptera: Empididae) have intensively been studied by the author in the last two decades in Europe, which led into several revisional papers published between 1997 and 2003, focused on the obviously well-defined natural groups of species (H.maura-, H.chorica-, H.flavipes-, H.andermattensis-, H. abdominalis- and H.quadrivittata-groups). All these studies have been initiated mainly by the elaboration of the genus for the Fauna Europaea project. Finally, it was at last also possible to finish and offer for print a monograph on the north European Hilara species, a long planned 4th volume of the Empidoidea part of the series “Fauna entomologica scandinavica” (Chvála 2005). The recent website issue of the Fauna Europaea includes altogether 175 valid species of European Hilara (the Caucasian species are not included), of these 90 have been recently found, or were almost with certainty anticipated to occur in Fennoscandia and Denmark. 
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