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World population is currently growing at 77 million a year, with two-thirds of the growth in Asia and the
Pacific

Source: compiled from United Nations Population Division 2001
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SEle‘n(%"Councﬂ oT—Jépan |ssued a proposal entltled “Towards

- Sustainable Co-existence of Nature and Human on the Land and the
Coastal Seca” in July 2008. SLUAS is part of the effort to realize the
proposal focusing on the use of land.

Sustainable land use Is almost synonymous to sustainable society In
Asia. It is essential for the survival of Asia, If not the whole human

society, but appears almost unachievable if one looks at the many
ﬁ problems the world now faces. , a new JSPS (Japan
' arting in April 2009, Is

such Initiatives.
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- The objectives of the project are
—a) to.show the desired picture of land use under the restrictive
conditions of the age of global environmental crises and the way to it
b) to provide the society with the insights that are useful for the
solution of the global problems and with the atlases and other forms of _
Information materials that are of use.

It is a project of wholistic nature, emphasizing consolidation of

ormait , promotion of ¢ and improvement
) | M, with particular focus

east Russia, India, China and Japan.




- a) Historical information bases - S
ﬁ

b)—Extensive field surveys

C) Symposia — -

d) Atlas publication

f) Research
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— Extensive field surveys will be carried 1 order to grasp long--
term (about a century, or period of modernization and economic
- development) land-use changes, their mechanisms and the related
problems In Asia accurately. The surveys fully use the map
resources, satellite data and GPS. The project also constructs
geographic land-use information bases based on both new and old
maps and statistics of various kinds and the information collected
through field surveys, and analyse them. These are carried out under
the framework of regional comparison, so that better understanding
ﬁlarge area sia_can be achiev id the environmental
rds and food problems related with land
In Asia will be handled more properly and better proposals can
be made to solve these problems.
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Map Making, Re-construction
and Analyses
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Change of Land Use in Japan
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The prOJect constructs historical land-use mformatlon bases based
~ on both new and-old maps and statistics of various kinds and the
Information collected through field surveys, and adds these
products to the existing information bases retained by the writer.
These are carried out mainly for Japan and parts of China, and the
bulk of the database scheme is left in the hands of the

corresponding country or region. It is noted that information base

&should be pursued together with scientific research related..







ChangeofiDID, Area
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Agricultural Land Creation and Conversion to Urban Use in Japan
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Increase.in Abandoned Farmiand
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Timber Supply in Japan
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Self-sufficiency (%)
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_.IGU-LUCC has issued Vol.1, 2, 3 & 4 of “Atlas - Land Use/Cover

- Changes in Selected Regions in the World” (Himiyama et. al. eds.
2001). SLUAS is willing to pursue this atlas scheme for Asia. This
Asiatic atlas is intended to be rich in original maps, new data,
Information and ideas. It is more than an ordinary publication scheme,
as It I1s expected to encourage national/regional-level effort to
construct original information bases and maps, to interpret

mna observed on the maps or on the ground, and %
thname BT




A-~l fata SEUrce ana preparatior
2) land use/cover classification
~3)'study methods

4) important facts, processes, driving forces and mechanisms of
land use/cover changes

5) regional differences, similarities, linkages and patterns of the
items In 4)

6) references
xtended Contents
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2) effects of changes and major problems related with changes
3) future prospects of land use/cover changes
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