17. Reactions of selenium  

Theme: Elements of 16th group of Periodic table of elements and their compounds

Equipment: test-tubes, beaker (100ml), 

Chemicals: SeO2, Na2SO3, H2SO4 (w=20%), KMnO4 (w=1%)

Procedure: Dissolve 0.1 g of selenium in 10 mL of distilled water in the beaker. Divide the solution into two identical parts into two test-tubes and add into both of the test-tubes few drops of sulfuric acid solution. Add solid Na2SO3 (about half of laboratory spoon) into the first test-tube and follow the reaction. If there is no reaction occurs, heat up carefully the test-tube (e.g. in water bath). Put drop by drop the solution of KMnO4 into the second test‑tube and follow the reaction.
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